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This is the first issue of Cross Currents, the 

quarterly newsletter for the Islands Chapter 

of the American Red Cross.  
 

It has been several years since the newslet-

ter has been published, and we hope that it 

serves to increase communications between 

the Chapter, our volunteers, and our com-

munities. 

The Anacortes/San Juan Islands Chapter 

and the Island County Chapter of the 

American Red Cross Chapters have recently 

merged, forming the Islands Chapter. 
 

The new Chapterôs service area includes 

Whidbey Island, the San Juan Islands and 

Fidalgo Island, including Anacortes.  
 

Camano Island, previously part of the Island 

County Chapter, has been transferred to the 

Snohomish County Chapter. 
 

The new Islands Chapter, will offer greater 

efficiencies and service resources to the 

community through the sharing of knowl-

edge, skills, personnel and material. 
 

The Chapter will continue to meet our com-

munitiesô needs and maintain an operational 

presence throughout the Chapterôs geo-

graphic area.  The Chapter continues to pro-

vide Disaster Relief, Health & Safety Edu-

cation, Service to Armed Forces, Interna-

tional Social Services, and volunteer oppor-

tunities. 

The recent merger with the Island County 

Chapter, has been a real challenge in many 

ways. It has, however, enabled us to in-

crease organizational efficiency, and bring 

greater recourses to bear to all the commu-

nities we serve.  

 

I would like to thank all of the Red Cross 

staff, volunteers, the Board of Directors, our 

partner agencies, and the members of the 

communities we serve, for their individual 

efforts, their support, and contributions to-

wards the Chapterôs success and growth. 

Brian Geer - Executive Director 

Kim Cottrell - Chief Operations Officer 

Mary Rose - Health & Safety Dir. 

Akemi Birch - Chief Financial Officer 

Carla Bigelow - Office Mgr, Anacortes 

Arlin Rothauge, Ph.D -  DSHR Admin.  

Mgr of Disaster Services, San Juan Islands 

Nina Barron - SAF  Administrator 

 

 

Julie Weyland, Office Mgr. Oak Harbor 

Tom Gellatly - Web Site, Office 

Bob Folkes  - IT Director 

Judy Jensen - Water Safety Director 

Bill Johnson - Communications Radio 

Earlene Rothauge, R N - Health Reviewer 

Alan Roochvarg, Ph.D - Data Systems  

   Lead; FSI Mgr. 

 

 

Board Chair 

Linda Seger, RN 
Island Hospital  

Fidalgo Island 
 

Vice Chair 

Dennis Richards 
Island hospital 

Fidalgo Island 
 

2nd Vice Chair 

Erika Miller  
Educator  

Whidbey Island 
 

Secretary 

Clairann Haney 
US Postal Service  

Whidbey Island 
 

Chad Orrock  
US Bank  

Fidalgo Island 
 

Carly Behan, CPA 
Port of Anacortes 

Fidalgo Island 
 

Arlin Rothauge, Ph.D  
San Juan Island 
 

Paul Neave 
Lopez Island 
 

Keith Tucker, PhD 
Samish Indian Nation  

Fidalgo Island 
 

Kevin Noyes 
Skagit County  

Emergency Management 

Fidalgo Island 
 

Donna Smith, RN 
Skagit County Health  

Department 

Fidalgo Island 
 

Jean Groesbeck 
Coldwell Banker 

Fidalgo Island 
 

David Weisbrod 
Whidbey Island 

Board of Directors Welcome to  

Cross Currents 

Red Cross 

Chapters Merge 

Message from the 

Executive Director 
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Chad Renslow has been selected by the 

Executive Director as volunteer of the 

month. He has been a volunteer with 

the Chapter since last August, when he 

and his wife Ashley moved here from 

Texas, for Ashleyôs new position at 

Island Hospital. 

 

Since his arrival, Chad has handled much of the Chapter of-

fice duties, and has been instrumental in getting the Chapterôs 

Emergency Response Vehicles (ERVôs) up and running. 

 

Chad has participated in several local disaster response ac-

tions, as well as local fund raising events for the Chapter and 

for Haiti relief. He has recently become a HAM radio enthu-

siast, getting his operators license, and supports the Chapterôs 

efforts in coordinating radio communications with our service 

partner agencies. 

 

Brian Geer, Chapter Executive Director, says, ñChad, has been the go-to guy in the Chapter 

since last summer. We donôt know what we will do without him.ò  Chad and his wife, are 

moving to California in early May for a temporary work assignment.  

The Chapter will miss Chadôs efforts, and his smile. 

ñChad, has been the 

go-to guy in the 

Chapter since last 

summer.  

 

We donôt know what 

we will do without 

himò   

 

Services to the 

Armed Forces 

(SAF) News 
 

 

 

During the first quarter 

of 2010, the Chapter 

participated in pre-

deployment briefings 

for 520 members of the 

military.  

 

The Chapter was also 

involved in 26 cases 

(military families as-

sisted) with 47 services 

provided (emergency 

communications, infor-

mation and referral, 

family follow up) dur-

ing the first quarter.  

 

Nina Barron, is the SAF 

Administrator for Is-

lands Chapter. Nina is 

located in the Oak Har-

bor  office, and is cur-

rently a Staff Sgt. in the 

Air National Guard. 
  

 

 

Chad at a recent fund raiser in Oak Harbor 

Volunteer of the Month 

Chad Renslow 

 

 

 

Keystone Donors are those contributors that have committed to 
donating at least $5,000 per year for a period of three years to 

Islands Chapter  

 

 

http://www.shell.us/
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The Islands Chapter, 

of the American Red 

Cross, needs your 

nominations for  

ñordinary people who 

have done extraordi-

nary thingsò it will 

honor at its June  

Real Heroes  

Breakfast event.  

 

 

For nomination forms 

and details, please see 

our web site or call the 

local Chapter office. 

 

 

ñWere looking for 

folks who sprang into 

action when faced 

with life -threatening 

incidents. They may 

have faced down fire, 

frigid waters, moving 

vehicles, or even their 

own fearsðbut they 

triumphed and be-

came Real Heroes!ò 

 

Brian Geer,  

Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

The Islands Chapterôs new web site, has 

been revised and updated to reflect our re-

cent merger.  

 

Please visit our new web site to get in-

formed about our Chapterôs activities, our 

health and safety class schedules, and re-

cent Red Cross activities.  

 

www.theislandsredcross.org,  

Chapterôs Web Site 

 Up and Running 

A First Aid Station Team (FAST) from the 

Islands Chapter of the American Red Cross 

served at the Memorial Service for the seven 

who have died as a result of the Tesoro re-

finery fire. 

 

Over a thousand gathered at the Anacortes 

High School at 2:00 on Sunday, April 23rd, 

to remember and honor Matt Gumbel, Lew 

Janz, Matthew C. Bowen, Darrin J. Hoines, 

Daniel J. Aldridge, Kathryn Powell, and 

Donna Van Dreumel. The Chapter was rep-

resented in the First Aid room by Brian 

Geer, Carla Bigelow, Linda Seger, R.N., 

Earlene Rothauge, R.N., Arlin Rothauge. 

 
Health and Safety classes offered at our 

Oak Harbor and Anacortes locations.  

 

Adult CPR/AED  
 

Adult CPR/AED and First Aid  
 

Adult, Infant and Child  

CPR w/ Adult AED and First Aid  
 

Babysitter Training  
 

First Aid  
 

Infant and Child CPR 
 

Dog First Aid 
 

Please visit the Chapter web site for 

details of classes offered,  

schedules and fees.  

 

 

No, they are not thirty years old. Our cur-

rent Disaster Action Team is only three 

years old, but we have grown fast and 

started the new year with the addition of our 

thirtieth member.   
 

The island unit has ambitiously recruited 

and trained giving the volunteer capability 

of serving this island community with client 

assistance services, sheltering and feeding 

services, health services, crisis counseling 

services, information services and a strong 

partnership with the Friday Harbor and San 

Juan County fire departments, County Pub-

lic Health offices, and County Sheriffôs of-

fices. 
 

For 2010 our goal is to equip and drill our 

volunteers for the tough test of setting up a 

fully functioning shelter and kitchen for 75 

evacuees within the first hour after a disas-

ter. 

 

Red Cross F.A.S.T at 

 Tesoro Memorial Service 

The Red Cross Unit 

San Juan Island Hits Thirty 


